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Royal Ranger Overview
Dear Parent(s),

Welcome to Royal Rangers at Outpost 125!  We are working very hard to make each boys experience in Rangers exciting, fun and rewarding.
The main purpose of the Royal Rangers is to “Reach, Teach and Keep boys for Jesus Christ.”  
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We, the leaders of Outpost 125, are very excited about Royal Rangers and are looking forward to what God has in store for the boys involved in Rangers.  The leaders are anxious to be used of God to minister to your boy and desire to be lead by the Holy Spirit to fulfill the very purpose of Royal Rangers in each boy’s life. 
The Royal Ranger program is extremely committed towards providing both spiritual and educational development through the advancements that are earned.  It is our prayer to develop the total boy for Christ. 
As a Royal Ranger boys will experience an adventure like no other.  They will explore and learn about many things including camping, hiking, tool craft, fire craft, and much, much more.  As the boys earn their way along the advancement trail they will be recognized for each achievement that is accomplished.  These achievements will be displayed on an awards vest for all to see.

We teach the boys to live by the Golden Rule (Matthew 7:12) and the 8 points of the Royal Ranger Code.  These are some of the basic foundations that every young Christian man needs to help them with their walk with Jesus Christ.

Royal Rangers can have a powerful influence on a boy’s life because of the weekly meetings and special events, such as camping trips.  The meetings allow us the opportunity to speak Godly principals into their lives on a regular basis and the special events provide a time of putting into practice what they have learned.
Our meetings are held on Wednesday nights starting at 7pm and coincide with the various small group Bible studies at the church
If you have any questions regarding Royal Rangers, please do not hesitate to call the Church office, your son’s leader, or myself.
Sincerely,

A.J. Pandolfo
Outpost Coordinator 
Royal Rangers is Divided into Four Groups
These groups are structured based upon the age/education level of the boys.  As the boys grow, they will graduate from one group to the next, beginning with Kindergarten and ending with their senior year of high school.
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Boys in Kindergarten, 1st Grade, and 2nd Grade (approximately ages 5-7) participate in the Ranger Kids program.  This impressionable age group is foundational in providing the background and training for additional participation in the Royal Rangers program.  The boys follow a well-designed three-year advancement trail that ends with their graduation to the Discovery Rangers program.
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Boys in 3rd Grade, 4th Grade, and 5th Grade (approximately ages 8-10) participate in the Discovery Rangers program.  This program has a flexible advancement structure based in camping and non-camping activities.  Boys are able to move at their own pace within the merit-driven advancement system.  Merit patches with red and blue borders, along with the orange-bordered Bible merits are aimed at this age group.  Like the Ranger Kids program, Discovery Rangers has a three-year advancement trail that ends with the boys graduating into the Adventure Rangers program.

[image: image10.jpg]ADVENTURE

RANGERS®,



Boys in 6th Grade, 7th Grade, and 8th Grade (approximately ages 11-13) participate in the Adventure Rangers program.  Like the Discovery Rangers program, the boys will develop advanced camping and non-camping skills, and the advancement trail is merit driven.  Merit patches with green and gold borders, along with the brown-bordered Bible merits are aimed at this age group.  This is also when the boys can begin participation in the Frontiersman Camping Fellowship (FCF).  At this time, the boys are working toward earning their Gold Medal of Achievement (GMA), the most prestigious award that any Royal Ranger can attain (and every bit as challenging as becoming an Eagle Scout in BSA).  

   The path of the Adventure Rangers trail is also the time when interest in the Youth ministry (and girls) begins to develop.  Our Youth ministry at The Mission Church is very dynamic and exciting, filled with teens (boys and girls) on fire for God.  Boys can choose to participate in both Rangers and the Youth Group since the meetings do not conflict.  
Young men who are freshmen, sophomores, juniors, and seniors in high school (approximately ages 14-17) participate in the Expedition Rangers program.  Silver bordered merits are designed specifically for the Expedition Rangers program and participants are able to perform Christian service missions and attend HonorBound Men’s Ministries events.  Another part of the Expedition Rangers advancement trail is the Spirit Challenge.  This is part of the final step in preparing the young men of the church to assume leadership roles (in their home and in their church).  Young men wishing to participate in the Expedition Rangers will also need to be highly involved in the Youth ministry.  
Required Materials
The materials listed are required for every time the outpost meets for class on Wednesday nights and for any Outpost outing.  

Bible:  The only book to learn God’s Word.

Handbook:  Contains information for advancements, merits, badges and other topics.

Pen or Pencil:  Cannot write without a writing utensil.

Folder:  This folder contains worksheets, handout and a place to keep notes.  This is also where flyers and permission slips will be sent home.  You may also use this to return permission slips and money for activities.  Please check their folders weekly!
Uniform:  White Ranger T-Shirt & Awards vest.  Every sports team, club, etc. wear uniforms to promote themselves and identifies its members as part of the group which provides a sense of belonging.
Dues:  25 cents collected at each weekly meeting.
Book Bag:  An older school back pack is great way to transport and keep together all the above items.
The Weekly Point System

At each weekly meeting the boys are given an opportunity to earn points which will accumulate until the end of each year providing an opportunity for recognition to those boys who have been faithful with these disciplines.
Below is a breakdown of the Weekly Point System:
Category


Point     Special Notes
Attendance


  10

Uniform


  20 

Church *


  20
*not required to be The Mission Church
Sunday School *

  20

Children’s Church *

  20
Ranger Kids & Discovery Rangers

Youth Group


  20
Adventure Rangers & Expedition Rangers

Bible



  20

Books



  10
Handbook & Workbook
Dues
10
Bring in .25 cents
Cans
10
Bag of metal for recycling 
Visitor
100
Bring in a visitor
Activity
100
Attended a recent Royal Rangers activity

Merit  
100     For each Merit/Advancement achieved

Forms & Fees
Throughout the year we participate in many activities such as campouts, field trips, pinewood derbies, and much more.  Most of the activities that we attend require specific forms to be completed, and some have additional cost associated with them.  All of these forms and fees can be found on our church’s website: www.missionchurch.org
Calendar of Events:  we provide a list of all the events for that year, so that you can plan ahead.  These events are designed to help develop the Total Boy for Christ so some are fun, some are educational, some give opportunity for service and others provide for outreach and evangelism. 

Emergency Medical Form:  This form provides any medical professionals what they need to know about your son’s medical conditions or allergies.   This form is also needed by law for us to take your son to the hospital in case of a medical emergency and it must be updated every year.

Permission Slip:  This form provides your son with your permission for them to attend and participate in the specific event.  This form will be passed out before each activity.  It must be signed and returned with money (if required).  Permission slip forms will vary due to the activity we will be participating in. 
Dues:  25 cents is collected from each Ranger at each weekly meeting.  This money helps pay for patches, medals, awards, and supplies.  We also have the boys pay for campouts to cover food and camping expenses.  We do try to keep the cost minimal as possible.  If you are led to give to the Royal Rangers, we thank you for being obedient to the Lord and for your financial support.

Charter Fee:  A yearly fee of $35 per boy is collected in September to allow us the ability to participate in Sectional, District, Regional and National Royal Ranger Events.   One white tee-shirt is provided yearly and a vest upon entering each group.  If a boy loses or grows out of his vest or shirt, parents will be responsible to purchase a new one.
Financial Assistance – We want every boy to be able to experience Royal Rangers and we feel strongly that finances should not prohibit this in any way.  If finances are an issue for chartering, campouts, book & uniforms or dues, please inform one of our Leaders and we will make arrangements for assistance.

Links for more Information about Royal Rangers
www.missionchurch.org  (The Mission Church)
www.royalrangers.ag.org  (National Royal Rangers)
www.northeastregion.org  (Northeast Region Royal Rangers)
http://nyroyalrangers.org/  (NY District Royal  Rangers)
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